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Water Tests.
Referring to the communication from

Mr. Riuidolph Boiling In yesterday's
paper, it may be said that a thorough
examination of a.water for sanitary pur-

; post*** Involves both chemical and bac¬

teriological analyses, as well as a sanitary

survey of the watershed; and, after this

is.done, a careful weighing ot the evi¬

dence obtained from all these sources.

3h some instances it is the chemical
findings which prove of greatest valu<¿;

in others tho bacteriological, or again, it

may be that conditions on the watershed
are such aa to condemn a water in spit«

of negative findings by both ot the labo¬

ratory methods. What we wished to en¬

force was the ncscesslty for expert study

of our water simply, by a speclallst in

this line, not to claim for any singlo

method precedence over any other.

Rtsgardlng the opinion expressed by our

correspondent, that "the range of use¬

fulness of bacterial examinations of water

is * · " so limited that most modern text¬

books on the examination of water de¬

vote an extremely short space to bacterial

work,"' the cxplanaUon Is not hard to

find. Bacterial examination of water is

too large a subject to be treated in any

but spécial works on this branch itself,

many of which have been published
within recent years.
In one of the most recent works on th>ì

bacteriology of water, the statement Is

made that chemical methods are Incapa¬

ble ot detecting the presence of sewagejn

water if the dilution Is greater than one

part In a thousand, while bacteriological
methods nre capable of detecting ono

part in'ten thousand, or even In one hun¬

dred thousand. This statement Is con¬

firmed by the experience of many ex¬

perts.
'· In testing the efficiency of methods of

purification of water, bacteriology Is re¬

lied upon almost exclusively, except, of

course, as Is the caî·* "in Richmond, where

rem.val or turbidity" Is .the main object,

and hero improvement Is determined by

physical standards.
The subject is a broad one, nnd, to

repeat, the modern water expert employs

all recognized methods In his researches,

knowing that each has Its proper appli¬

cation and that no single method Is to he

used to the exclusion of the others.

Massachusetts Road Law.
The State of Pennsylvania Is making

an experiment with a new law providing
lor the improvement ot highways. Iti Is

modeled after the Massachusetts law. but

1» more liberal. It puts the grt-uter part
of the cost of tho work urron the Stato,

the State paying two-thirds and tlie re¬

maining third being divided equally be¬

tween* the town and tho county, unless

the lown and county elect to-pay a dif¬

ferent division of their third of the total

cost. Thé law also permits the town-

elilpH to build on and contract to do tbo

work, so that tin- money may bo expeml-
cd among tlio people who aro to secure

the benefits ol tho completed highways.
The act carries with It an appropriation
of ÍG,600,POO, but thus far the law has

not operated successfully. It Is said that

in a total of 86,000 miles of highways,

applications were made for only 113 miU-s
under the operation ol ihe act In'the first

The, lîoston Transcript, from which
these facts are gathered, say- that tho

experiment In Pennsylvania Is in poor
contrast with the operation of the law

in Massachusetts. Ma._aehut-:_tt_ hua a

highway eomuii__ion, which has been in

operation tor a lung time, The Massa-
cliu.elts law places the main part of th.
.burden of road-mal; lug upon tho towns

and counties. But during the pa-l twelve
months 600 miles of mads were applied
for in that State and actually built.
Tbo Transcript accounts f««r tlie hotter

work In Mafifcai-hiisfclts in the fact t lia t

the people tlieri' hive been better ««in¬

caled In ih«, matter of road Improvement,
It cay» thai the highway act- has been in

operation long enough to demonstrate its

jfjp .,'.:t!i'-;il benefits to the communlUes
through -which the Stute road» ruti,' that
tho farmers who haul loads on 'state
roads aro anxious to ySt-n their extension
and that the 'Object lesson'.' plan of build-

i&# r.. il« Jju-fcAi a ¿»?:.? facteur lu §a-

curing the rebuilding cf many hundred
miles of highway. ^

It Is -___-U.il that cotinte. We have

tirged the establishment ot a highway
commission In Virginia, one of whose dit¬

tics should he to agitato tho question of

rond-m-klnç. to flood the State with lit¬
erature and arouse public sentiment to

the Importance of tho work. It should

also ho the duty of the commission to

build a few good roads here and there ns

"object lésons" and especially to give di¬

rection and supervision to road-making
in tho several counties. Taxpayers are

wiling to tax themselves when they feel
suro thnt the money which they put Into

the Relierai fund Is judiciously expended
for their advantnge. But they are un¬

willing to tax themselves when they feel

that the money Is largely thrown away,

as Is the case In much of our road work
In this State.
Some people aro so prejudiced that they

nro unwilling to tako their cues from the
North, but wo are willing to take ana-
use a good Idea from any source. Lot us

inquire into the Massachusetts way and
see if it will not operato well in Virginia.

A Straw Ballot.
The Chicago Tribune hns just com-

plotctl its second straw vote for the Prcs-

idcnc}). .It ¡showed ,that in Chicago;
Roosevelt had relatively Increased over

the lust straw vote taken by the samo

,?????. Out of a<X9S3 votos. 6.W0Ö* wero!
nominally Republican ¡and 4,209 were

¡nominally »jomaernUc, "the rest hclng,
scattered. From the answers received

C.S04 will vote, the Republican ticket-this
time and r,,7S9 the Democratic ticket. The

answers given are from all classes of
citizen». Agents, brew-erf·,, ^bartenders,',
workmen, musicians, physicians, mer¬

chants and street railway employes were

among the classes interviewed. "Unon

reading over a long* list of replies pub¬
lished in the Tribune, It is apparent that

tho Issue is at tho bottoni a personal
one. Many Irrelevant' and foolish rea¬

sons are given for supporting this can¬

didato or the 'other. For ¡example, nj
fireman'says "ho will vote for Parkor,

because Parker loves the -water; while a

laborer says ho will voto for Roosevelt

because tho Republican party was found¬
er the'day that ho was born. But on

tho whole, those who object lo Roose¬

velt are clear In their oplnon that h*J

personality is too overmastering to allow

the average citizen a reasonable chance

to be heard In the government of bur
country. "Imperiallsty" emperor, dicta¬

tor, hot-headed, head-strong, circus ad¬

vertiser, monarch," are some of the

torms that were applied to Roosevelt.
On the other hand, tho dissensions of

tho Democratic party and comparative
ignorance OT Judge Parker's personality
v/ere strong reasons in determining many

to votS the Republican ticket. There

v>as no distinct issue brought out on

eith'er siile as a conclusive and final

question between tho two parties. On

the whole tho Republicans seemed to feel

that Roosevelt gave a better chance for

continued prosperity and many working-
men gave this as the reason for their

votes. On the other hand a number of

laborers expressed! themselves ns ¡be-,
lievlng that the Republican full dinner

pail was a fake, and that the worklng-
I man had a better chance with' the trusts
under Parker than under Roosevelt.
A general review of the Tribune's can¬

vass shows that the, people in Chicago
at least ar» thinking' very closely on the

questions of trusts and labor unions,,
though* -ho expressions of .opinion were

about equally divided, as to which of the

two candidates would most successfully
curb these forces in our national life.
Wo note tho. Chicago Tribune's straw

ballot as a, matter of passing .Interest,
but It has little significance, and la not

to be taken seriously. The secret bailol-
hox on election day is tho only means

ol fairly testing popular.» sentiment.

The Czar.
Every one wants to know what the

final outcome of the Russian situation
will bo, not.only in Manchuria, but af

terwards, and the Quarterly Review con¬

tributes a striking view on tho question,
it has been the common belief that the

Czar was, ns Tolstoi said, an unfortunato
nnd tangled young man, who was so con¬

trolled by his counsellors nnd officials
us to bo unable to extricate his country
from tho fearful conditions of chaos In

which It now finds itself. A powerful
and convincing article In the Quarterly
Review for July gives a totally different
view of the question and attributes a

great portion of Russia's present trou¬

bles to the personality of tho Czur him¬
self. The writer of the article is de¬

scribed as a high Russian official, nnJ
the fact that the artlclo appeal's; In thu

Quarterly Review Is a sufficient guaran¬

tee thnt'the writer has-had the oppor¬

tunity for making the deductions which
lit. elves, even though ho may bo biased
In his conclusions. The article say»!

¦"'i'liB u-mporor Nicholas ,11*,, ¡though)
he has reigned for ten years, is ns re-

p.Uy unknown to the world at largo ai

? urna PomplllUH. It was believed that
when tli'é Emperor'ß father died the ut¬
ter moral exhaustion^ the blasting ot<
hopes, the. killing of enthusiasm unit tho
blackness of despair, in which his reign
ended, could not be repeated, on the
theory Uiat the worst hud happened.
but Russia awoke under. Nicholas 11..
that worse could happen und was Imp
puiing daily. Tin* lirst appearum*··
o' the Emperor before the Council of
Stute was on a raw November day In
iyy. and the Council chamber was -tilled
with bearded and hoary officials, who
had, served tho Czar's great-grandfather,
These mighty mon stood expecting Im¬
perlai Majesty when an undorstzed, plth-
)c.ss IfflJ. wUh shambling gait, ¡furtive
élances and spasmodic movements sidled
luti, the room. With'downcast eyes and
.shrill falsetto voice, ho said: 'Gentlemen,
In the name of my late futher, 1 thank
you for your eervlcoe,' hesitated a mo.
iiiL-nt, turned on hi» heel and was gone,
Two weeks afterwards, at bis coronation,
all "Russia gathered In tho persona of
itpresenratlves of tho üenistvos, or lo-
rul boards, to do him honor. Lyul a<J-
iii. -:i.i without number, drawn In tlio
language of Oriental servility, were prvt-
Ktnied, but one appeared to tho Proeuru.·
tOI-ütU'iliil, M. l'ublL'diiHua Utili, li,
i'iiiii'.'k too ¡intip-h «>f liberalism· TlHj
crlmo ot the address was, that It ex-
plessi«! the vagito hope that tho Cïar
jnlïht not continue to confide only In the
beaurocracy, but might trust, more lu
the comnura people,' whose, devotion to
the throne was proverbial, yot,, when
ll's Imperial Majesty, a nit-re boy, strode
In the hall. Ills brow was knotted, und
-»tamping Uhi lia/ tu ? ?, he said (bat nil

such foolish nouons must be put awny,
as he would never entertain them. Even
the staunch partisane of autocracy
blamed tho C-iir's imperious assertion
oi divino vice-royalty as 'harsh. and lll-
tlmed,
"Between these two public appearances

tho Czar, who was lit' a very plastic
stato of mind, had been profoundly im¬

pressed with the fact that ho Was God's
vicegerent on onrth, tint! as lar as pos¬
sible was the enrthly counterpart of di¬
vino mnjesty. From that lime forward
the Czar has gone on regarding himself
n_ Ilio center of the world, peacemaker
of mankind and tho torchbearer ot civ¬
ilization and Christianity among tho yel¬
low and other 'barbarous' races, nnd the
dispensar ot almost every blessing to bis
own happy people. Taking seriously this
imaginary mission, he has meddled con
tlnuously and directly in every 'affair ot
«tate, domestic nnd foreign, thwarting
the course of justice, undermining lo-
Knllty, Impoverishing bis subjects, posllig
?«, a lover of pence and .yet plunging
bis tax-burdened citizens Into tho horrors
of sanguinary and needless Avar."

' Tho writer of the article goes on to

stato that ho personally Is lit favor of
a strong monarchy, and is not a sup¬

porter of ".ihtUsm, St-clt-ii-i-. or anyi
kind of revolutionary agitation. His solo
desire Is to see tho spirit of administra¬
tion made to harmonize with the nccde

of tho people, but In tho writer's opinion
there Is a wide difference between _j

strong mona.chy and a ¡wild oriental
despotism.
"A leading influence In the formation

of the Czar's character," he continues,
"has beon his hopeless attempt to modol
bis; Ufo on that of his never-to-be-for¬
gotten fathor. Tho utter hopelessness of
this is apparent to all who knew his
lather, a narrow, gloomy, but sincere
mail, who knew his limitations and tried
to .keep within them,' and sought to sup
ply his own inefficiencies with the bes*
advisors and counsellors whom he.coujd
net. His son, however. Is unstable, half¬
hearted, sclfrcomplncent ana fickle. Ht>
l»· surrounded by favorites and chooses
haphazard the most Irresponsible men

for the most important and serious pos¬
itions, The most tstirilcing .xample pi·
the Czar's Inability to choose are the
three last ministers of the Interior. The
first ha chose was M, Gorcmykln, a man
devoid of qualifications, who remained in
power only for.thrq. years and was then
lacked up-stalrs to the presidency of the
Commltteo of Ministers. His successoti"
M. Sipyaghln, was chosen by the Influ¬
ence of the Dowager Empress, having
been favorably-mentioned by. your nevet-
to· bo-forgotten father. Sipyaghln held to
all the old forma of ..Russian*
Ufo so strenuously that he gain¬
ed the nickname 'Boyarín.' He
was intellectually, stupid and narrow, but
conversationally agreeable and charming
and -received from tlïe Czar euchi
marks of attention and favor as wero
not shown to any other official. On, Mon¬
day, May 14, 1.01, he invited the Czar to
dinner on the following Thursday. All
of Russia was swept 'for delicacies, and
on tho dny set for the .Czar's dinner,
Balmashoff, a mere boy of twenty-one,
assassinated Sipyaghln as a warning and

protest. Being given another chance
te exercise his power and to show his
capacities' as'a fit ruler of men, the Czar
chose a man of obscure parentage, of
German blood with a Jewish strain, one
M. von Plehve, who speedily developed
into the dictator of all the Russlus."
At the time the article from which we

are quoting was written, M. von Plehve
was still alive, but, like Sipyaghln, \he
¦was assassinated by a representative or

a cruelly oppressed people aa the only
rmeaifcî of -»making the public ¡wrongs'
known. When, first appointed M. von

Plehve was aware of the fact that he was

regarded as unorthodox and. Jewish, and,
therefore, set out for a celebrated monas¬

tery near MoscoV, 'whore, while ho re¬

ceived communion from, the hands of an

orthodox priest, the peasants In Kharkoff
and Poltava were being cruelly flogged
for having shown signs of disaffection.
Visiting those provinces, M. von Plehve
rewarded the governor of Kharkoff for

flogging the,peasants at once, and pun¬
ished the governor of Poltava for flog¬
ging them 'only as an afterthought. That
revolt'was repeated at Saratoff and else¬
where. Thereupon, M. De Wltto's com¬

mission of inquiry into tho conditions of

the Russian peasantry was created. Tho

effect of that commission was a clear

^explanation of the causes of discontent
and M. De Wltte'ç fall. Every possible
source, of Information was examined and
tho answers cet down. The results were

convincing, though the answers came

from nil classes of Russia, whose Inter¬
ests were In conflict in many ways. They
¦were practically at one in their opinion,
namely, that tho troubles wero due to the
methods of the administration. .Jotting
their l's and crossing their t's, M. von

Plehve called that system by the name of

autocracy, nnd no Russian could honestly
say that1 ho was wrong. The men who
answered the questions thought that the

reforms Instituted by Alexander II. ought
to be further developed.' They thought
that tho peasants should be taught to

read and keep themselves clean In body
and In soul; to cope with horrible diseases,
which, in their ignorance, thoy now com¬

municated to each other; to fit themselves
for all trades and Industry, and to bo

freed aa far as possible .from tho work

of superstition, which Is eating away

their spiritual nature, In addition, It was

suggested that special penal legislation
ought to bo abolished. That was the

opinion of Russia's representativo noble¬
men, landed proprietors, doctors, law-"

yers, tradet-lnen and peasants. Yet tho
men who uttered It were punished for

tholr audacity.' AI, De Wltto urged thorn
to speak tholr minile, and tho Czar pun¬
ished them for obeying his minister, and
M. von Plohvo encouraged tho Czar,

This was tho first step downwards of

M, Dq Witte, who. lost his prestige and

position finally when ho withstood the
Czar's plan for not evacuating Man¬
churia. "Your Majesty pledged your word
ro evacualo Manchuria, and tho world
believed you, Russia will now lose all
credit, and will perhaps not even guin
Manchuria, If It pleases your Majesty to

brunii thui pledge. War also will follow,
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and we sorely need peace; besides, Man-

ohurla Is useless to ns. Therefore, I

cannot be a party to that policy." Thus
plainly spoke the finance minister, heed¬
less of courtly/ phraseology. De Witte

Is a^haughty dictator, who gives himself
tho a.lr of an emperor; so spoke tho
courUors among thomeolves, nnd tho

wrathful autocrat dismissed him. At the

time of writing this article M. von Plehve
was the most Influential person In the
Russian empire. Tho mn«*icre of the

Jews, the banishment of the Pinns, the

spoliation of the Armeniens, tho persé¬
cution of tho Poles, tho exile of Russian
noblemen, the flogging: ot peasants, tho

Imprisonment and butchery of working--
men, thè establishment of a widespread
system of espionage and t"o abolition
of laws, aro all the measures which that
minister suggests, and the Cwir heartily
approves. M. von PlehVo, like his col-

leatgruea, would not havo been his minis¬
ter if his regime had been really helpful
to the country. That Is the unpalatable
truth, which must ho told about the gov¬
ernment of Nicholas II. Another ot the

Czar's well beloved- ministers, M. Mura-

vleff, minister, of justice, through whoso

means the law courts are informed about
the wlshes'of the Crown in those cases

which Interest the government of Russia.

It is a mistake, therefore, to think that
the Emperor is a tool In tho hands of
his ministers. It Is they who are his
Instruments, merely suggesting measures

which he likes. The two other great in¬

fluences in the Czar's Ufo are M. Po-

bledonostseff, and Prince Mesbtshersky,
who have taiight him as far as they can

that ho Is a sort of tertium quid between

divinity and humanity. Books he has long
ago .ceased, to read and sound advlco he

is incapable of listening to. His minis¬
ters he receives with great formality and

dismisses with haughty condescension.
They aTe often kept In tho dark about
matters which It behooves them to know

thoroughly and early. Thus, shortly af¬

ter the present war had begun, a num¬

ber of dignitaries and officials gathered
around General Kuropatkin and asked[
him how things were going on. With a

malicious twinkle in his eye, the war min¬

ister, replied : "Dike yourself, I only know

what is published. Tho war is Alexletf's

business, not mine." Wlien three minis¬
ters implored the Czar to evacuate Man¬

churia and safeguard the pence of the

world, he replied: "I shall keep the peace
and my own· counsel as well." To one of
the grand dukes, who on the day of rup¬

ture with Japan vaguely commented at

the possibility of war, the Czar said:

"Leave' that to me. Japan will never

fight. My reign will be an era of peace
to the end." With so little wisdom of

the affairs ot great nations directed! Hla
sole intermediary between the outer world
is his adjutant, Hesse, who is privileged
to see him at all times, nnd who Is an

officer that can-hardly write his' name.

Alexander, III. had a favorite, General
Richter, but his Influence was sound and

beneficial. The Czar haa continually re¬

fused to avail himself of men whose

statesmanship might shield his people
from the consequences of his faults, and
has chosen officials who will serve merely
as tools in his unsteady hand. Not only
in his foreign policy Is he unstable and

meddlesome, but no part of the private
life of Russia Is free from his lnlerven-

Uon. A few examples must suffice. Tho

minister of education, Sainger, brought in

a bill to change the preparatory school In

Lutzk to a complete one. The' school
was also supported by voluntary subscrip¬
tions, and the bill was -unanimously
passed by the Council ot the Empire. Tho
Czar wrote on it; "NO; I disagree entirely
with the Council ot the Empire. I hold
we must encourage technical education
and not classical education.'' The bill

was killed, and Sanger resigned, but

neither classical nor technical education
is encouraged. In the private law cases

the Czar also interferes without regard
to right or justice. As In the "case oí

Princess Imeretlnsky, who was.being sued

as executrix for money given her ¡hus¬

band's estate. The Czar, being petitioned
by the Princess's friends, ordered a non¬

suit, and the plaintiffs wero left without
redress. Such Instances might easily be

multiplied. In political trials It Is even

worse. Peasants aro flogged wthout' ac¬

cusation, worklngmen are shot down

when parading the streets, exile is ruth¬

lessly and wantonly meted out to the
Czar's dislikes. For example, last Jan¬

uary MM. Falberg and Perevetzoff, two

gentlemen, who at a meeting of'Congress
for Technical Education In St. Peters¬

burg hissed tho instigator of tho i-ishl-
neff massacres, wero eeiz-d by the police,
and, without trial or question, or oven

time to put on warm clothes, were sent

to Yakutsk, the coldest «pot on the In¬

habited globe. In all these mensures,

even in their most trivia] details, the Czar

takes a most enger and personal Interest,
because he treats them as a pari of the

defense of nutoe racy,. Thus, ho conferred
a star upon Prlnco Obolensky for flog¬
ging pensants to death in Kharkoff. .ie

appointed M. Klelghole, a police 'official,'
and one of the most corrupt known, to

ho his general «djutant- At this, the
nation and even the court murmured, for
no police officer hud over received tills

rank, but tho Czar set their disaffection
at nought and murta Klolsbels governor
of Kloff, saying; "1 care nothing for

what they say; 1 know What I am doing·"
.In order to prevent even tho nobles front

complaining of his action by \word or

deed, the Czur has signified hi» wish to
confer upon every governor of a province
such powers an will enable thorn to deport
any person without trial or·, accusation,
not only for political olfenuee, hut l'or

dlsug.reolng with His liJxcellenoy, «rfi'u Gov¬
ernor, on any local quewOon, and police
"regulations of HI. Potejabur« and Moscow,
and moat nf Dio provinola» governments
are suoli that any man «an be fined ov

Imprisoned If ilio governor'object* to even

such a trivial mutter a« n. rubbish heup
or pool of water oil hut pr«nil|*un.
Timo forbids us from following tho de¬

scription of ihe.Czar'n fiercely" Intolerant
spirit anil actions In all *m»UUtï»» "f »'*'"·
ginn, but It. is worthy «f notice that a

nublan, who Is ortlioilox only In num«.

r.unnot receive communion from (i prlost
of bla ?1???,(·? Jalla OH lit» QvHU"t>o<l ox*

cept at the rl.k of punlahm.nt to tha

priest so ministering to him. Indeed, reli¬

gious persecution to-day Ma not bntyjtl-
lowed, but urged on, the C_«r being him¬

self the chief leader.
In summing up, ihe article Rays: "The

consequences of this System. If system It

"can bo called, are, calamitous. Threo

ministers have beon murdered, several
governors and officials hav« been shot at

and killed or wounded, numerous country
houees have b.en «et on fire and burped,
pensante flogged, noblemen banished, law¬

yers, schoolmasters and officiai*'Impris¬
oned, fu-wsiiapcrs suppressed, worklngmen
fired upon by soldiers, ahd the wholo

nation kept In Ignorance, and In order
that one man may bo free to realize his

idea ot autocracy. All that broad-minded
monarchists, like the prosont» writer, de¬

sire Is to save the country without in¬

juring the Czar. Against monorchial in¬

stitutions we*havo no complaint With¬

out a king our nation could not work

out Us high tendencies. "We have noth¬

ing to Urge, but we strongly hold that

tho offairs of à nation, which aro not

Identical with tho caprices of an Individ¬
ual or the Insatiable greed of a ring

should bo conducted hy competent and

moderately Intelligent men. Independently
of court lnfluonoo and on ordinary busi¬

ness principles."
Northern Hospitality.

Among tho pleasant incidents of tho

G. A. R. Reunion, which was recently
held In Boston, was a banquet tendered

by General Charles H. Taylor, ot the

Boston Globe, to his old regiment, the

Thirty-olghth MassachusctU, and the

.Confederate guests, who had attended

tho reunion by special incitation. Th.

hatchet was burled so deep as to be for¬

ever left In peace, an_ the North' and

South on that occasion *_iad a great re¬

union. Tho newspaper account ot tho

banquet shows that the warm-hearted
hospitality was met with cordial appre¬
ciation. The homo .of secession was

made the placo of welcome, and the

North and South broke bread together
as citizens ot one united country. The

speeches were especially felicitous, and

such meetings as these will go .far to¬

wards making any revival of a sectional
Issue in national political, campaigns Im¬

possible.
The Bishop ot London has received ?

gruesome gift of $2_ from an1 undertaker,
who write.-, that It- Is a thank-offering
"because trade has been so brisk of

lute."·

Mr. Thomas Watson eveldently knows

where he "is at" and It may be depend¬
ed upon that ha Is riot-there just for the

fun. It's business.

With the departure of the Virginia ne¬

gro from the'political woodpile,-the mug-"
wump vote threatens to be something
worth considering.

The cornfields of old Virginia furnish

ample evidence that there can be no suf¬

fering for bread and meat In these parts
next winter. .

The latest .'heard from Mr. Cleveland
Indicates that they are biting.splendldly
What a glorious thlng-'it is to bo but of

politics! ·'¦'.-:"¦··' ¦"¦;;.

Burned-out Baltimore can learn a lot

by looking into tho rebuilding methods
of drowned-out Galveston.

Political apathy is noticeable in the
rural districts, and will be until after

wat«?rmelons cease to ripen.

There comes an apparently well au¬

thenticated report that Iowa is likely to

go Republican this fall.

Russia's youngest colonel can't wear

near as much gold lace as the Virginia
variety of colonels.

The St.'Louis Exposition Is In somu

luck., anyhow.It escaped' the annual St.

[,ouis cyclone.

Tho Louisiana launching ought to be
tiansferred to the Louisiana Purchase
Exposition. *·

Strange, but true. Politics get warmer
In "Virginia as the weather gets cooler.

The Public Schools.
.Editor of The Tlmes-Dlspat.h:

Blr'.~I was truly glad to see your edi¬
torial opinion as· to tho Improvement of
the county schools In the State. One
thing Is lacking In their steady improvo-,
ment, and that is the steady pressure of
public opinion and tho earnest protest of
tho patrons of tho schools against the con¬
stant practice of the trustees of running
tho schools In their own Interest and tho
Interest of their kindred and their kin¬
dred's kindred, even-unto the third gene-
eratlon. My. observation Is that In almost
every caso there te a schoolhouso located
veyy convenient to the house of a trustee,
and in a majority of cases tho teacher is
among the kindred of the trustees,
A case In point: In Albemarle county

last session a most estimable and capable
young man was given a school which hud
for years been a failure. He built up the
school, had most excellent discipline, gave
thorough satisfaction ds an Instructor,
the county superintendent certifying that
It was the'best taught school 1» the dis¬
trict. Tho patrons, with one exception,
desired that ho should have the school
for the coming term. But noi it was given
to a young lady (a most worthy one, sü
far ae I know), who was a niece of one

oí-the trustees, and Is to board with-.he
other trusteo and teach his daughter mu¬

sic. Now It Is time lor the patrons of
'the schools to hold the trustees to a strict
account nnd havo such men retired from
public oHiee, ' -.-.--._.,-..,OBSERVER.
Ya noy Mills, Va,

The Automatic Cook,
Editor of Tho Tlmes-DIspatch! _

sir-p-Why not an nutotnatlo cook, as

won ¿»an automatic chess playón? From
Wvorv bool? one hears of that world-
Senowned wonder, the automatic chess
??,????· ho mystery of which has never&.«*£ ¿xnSlnetl satlefattorlly. Seemingly
thffo w a rnysferlous handeln the guid¬
ance of that of an automatic turbano·!
Turk hi tlieT regulation of the many scl-
m lille moves incidental to a game of
e ess that almost invar ably resulted in
ii hold adversary's ohoc cmate.
it was ray good .fortune to witness an

oxempUflcation of 'this· pecul ar jrowjM«f,f thu famous chess automaton ?? Lon*«íím some years back, and· a nio«t won-

TovCouT unique and .wmpUcaMe exhibit.

Cuts Wash-day in Half
Vflth j. FelfrNapth». :% Jwïfc

hour's soaking does half the
washings-half'the rubbing and
'half the wear on clothes arc

avoided, At grocers,
X^ls-Napthtt Philadelphia-

AUGUST 26TH IN WORLD'S HISTORY
1170.

ßtrongbow, under King Üermot, carried Dublin by storm.
Jill».

Henry VÌI., Emperor of Germany, died. He entered Home, eword in

band, at a time when the country* wns diBtractod by the war of the Guelpha
and Ghibeliues, and was crowned by the Pope.

1482.
'

Margaret ot Anjou. Queen ot Henry VI., of England, died. She be¬

came conspicuous by her heroism in battle for tho resctto>of her husband,
and being taken prisoner, was ransomed with 50,000 crownB.

1C70.
Th. Earl ot Essex died in·Ireland» suspected to bo posioned by the

Eârl ot Leicester, who married his widow.
158B.

Sir Richard Qrenville planed tho flret EngllBh. colony id America, on

the Island of Roanoke, consisting of 107 persons. This settlement was

begun seventeen years after the French.'had abandoned Florida, on the
same coast, but far to tho north ot the settlements for, which France

and Spain had contended, The expedition was fitted out by Sir AYaltor

Raleigh, and consisted of seven ships.)
1075.

., Battle of Sugarloat Hill, atew mllos above Hattield, on tho Connecticut

River. The Hadley Indians had betrayed their conspiracy with Philip'-
party by fleeing from their dwellings, wero pursued by Captains Lathrop
and Beers, and overtaken at this place, where a skirmish took place, In

which nine or ten of the English fell and about twenty-six Indians.
17158.

Battle of ZOrndorf, between tho Prussians, 30,000, tinder Frederick

the Great, and 60,000 Russians, under Fermo.. Tho Ruasiane wore de¬

feated, with the loes of 19,000 killed and 3,000 taken and 103 cannon.

Prussian loss, 10,000 killed. This was tho bloodiest and ono of tho mos.

remarkable battles of the seven years' war.
.' 1783.» ;

A large foraging party of British attacked at Combaheo, in South

Carolina, by the Americans under Generals Gist and Laurene, who captured
a schooner. Laurens was mortally wounded, and diod, aged twenty-seven.

/ 1780.
Mary Washington, mother of the illustrious general, died at Fred- -,

ericksburg, Va., aged eighty-two. .

1700.
Lafayette and other prisoners released from the castle of Olmutz at

the requisition of tho French government.
1804.

Fifth attack on Tripoli by the Americans under" Commodore Preble.
' 1805.

John Skey Euetance, a distinguished officer of the Revolution, died.

aged forty-five. In 1794 he went to Franco and commanded a division of

the French army in Flanders.
1807. .

_

Edward Preble died; the brave and.intrepid commodore of tho Amer-,

lean fleet, which, in 1804, subdued Tripoli.
181».

Washington city evacuated by 'the British undor Major-General Robert

Ross and Admiral Cockburn. 1831.
An eulogy on James Monroe, delivered at Boston by John Quincy

Adams.
-

·

' 1849.
The French admiral, de Tromelin, tpok possession of and dismantled

the fortifications at Honolulu, the government having refused to comply

with the. demands of the admiral. He relinquished the possession three

days after. 1804.
Battle of Ream's Station, Va, in "which the Confederates drove the

Northern troops out, killed and wounded 1,000 of them and made prison¬

ers of 2,000 more. 1808.
Transports Rio de Janeiro and Pennsylvania arrived at Manila.

1003.
A cloudburst, which swept over Kansas, caused damage to the extent

of $500,000. The Reliance won the second.race for the America's cup by

one minute nineteen seconds. Announcement made of the retirement, on

January 1, 1904. of Elihu Root as Secretary of War; Governor-General

Taft, of the Philippines, to succeed him, and General Luke E. Wright to

beco'me Governor of the Philippines.

It wa«. Briefly then: Fancy yourself at*
"The Polytechnic Institute" some-thirty
odd year» ago in London. Audlen«*« seat-:|
ed as at ordinary theatre. On stage a

delineator in -the most pleasingly humor¬
ous way told us that this "machine" Just
played chess and nearly always was vic¬

tor; that the only sign of such an achieve¬
ment would be the Turk's head would
bow three times.- Then It-was ho, took
the head off his sitting majesty, a-la
"Sitting Bull;" then the arms, likewise
the legs, whereupon, ', Immediately after
being replaced In their sockets, the'ro-
ducUon gave to all appearance
that of a well gotten up Turkish sign
for a tobacco store, and in front of it

was;a chess board, with "kings, knights
and «bishops ready for the onset.
An invitation was then extended to

any one in this large orchestral audienci

to-come forward and cross swords with
"the machine," and if "the machine"
succeeded, as it almost invariably did.
In checkmating the bold undertaking of

It» adversary, the victory would be slg-,
naled by its "bowing. its head In token
thereof three times. And so It did, and

so It wsts, and so the wonder grew that
a wooden head eould hold all it know, and

this has never been explained satisfacto¬
rily.

So if an automaton can play chess, It

not, why not, play cook? Ana some In-
ventive trenlus might Imm'ortallzo him¬
self, and be of untold benefit and herald
of peace and blessing In this day of
dark dilemma concerning' the question-
often seriously it Is a momentous ques¬
tion in town and country alike.a« to

who is to cook ono's breakfast, causing
the painstaking housewife troubled sleep,
broken by dreams of the matutinal meal,
as to whether the cook was refractory or

Indulging In slumbers after a night spent
In the festivities of "sasslety." Oh! sad·
musings, whether of mother, wife, sister
or daughter, If cook does not come, one

of them to face the dusky dawn "when
graveyards yawn,'' and still gloomier
foreboding, clean out the ashy stove, bake
-bread and broil steak, «fee.
. Alas', how like King Richard in offering
"his kingdom for a horse'." So likewise
this bewildered woman would often offer
a princely ransom*to be delivered from

the kitchen and its dread genius. So why
does not some inventive genius imitate
this chess wonder and produce the auto¬
matic cook, or cooke.maybe one tor

bread, another cooking the meat and po¬
tatoes-, as this 'automaton did not seem

to walk or circumambulate, but just to
think and move Its hands?
it such wero done, tho propagator would

get a free pass to. and from the great
Ter-Centennfal Exposition at Norfolk in

1W7, which will In a grand, historic way
celebrato the first permaruent English
settlement in America at Jamestown. Va.

And what is fer better' than · rallroud
free passes and even money, that inven¬

tor would gain the love and gratitude of

all the housewives In the country, whose
great trouble now* Is that of cooks and

cooking as well.? .' CM. W.

The Georgia Horror.
Editor of The _lm.__-Dlsi-a.cl.·
Sir,."Whom the BO-« wish to destroy

they first make mad."
Thin old (.reek sayIng is forcibly

brought to mind by the most dastardly and
Infamous crime against the laws of both
God and man Just enacted at Stateeboro,
Ga, What follows Is not an Indictment
of the (State of Georgia, but Is directed
solely to those who participated In that
fiery tragedy.
I am a former slaveholder, a Southerner

and Democrat. I know as much about
the negro character as any man south ot

'('Mason!s and Dlxon'e line," and I am

no negrpphlll. Yet when I read of and
contemplate that· awful holocaust at

States-boro. J cannot refrain .from tj-press-
1. *. rny Indignation and ,my sympathy for
the best people of Georgia, who X know
do not approve the. blackest act which
ever stained the fair history of the Em¬
pire State of the South.
Mr. Editor. I am not accustomed to

writing for the public what I feel, and I.
as a Virginian, an ex-slaveholder, a pem-
ocrat, and beyond all an old Confederate
soldier, call upon you in the name of tho
whole South to denounce with your facile
and gifted Pei> this worse than brutal out.

you and I. a* Southerners, who bore
the banner o. our beloved, çonf«_erAcy,
owe It to our children and to the world
at large to express our horror of that
awful crime, and to placo the seal of our
utmost condemnation upon that Instance
of barbarism In our beloved country. Why
and wherefore?
The victims doservid death, put they

were already condemned: the.· was no

e»cap_ for them. The question-te, there-
'fore, why should those barbarian«, who
in po sense represent the true, chivalrous
Southern sentiment, by brute force sully
the fair» name' and fame of our dear
Southland? This muoh from a humani¬
tarian point of view.
But whAt shall be said of the dasta.rdy

act from a political standpoint. Wo aro
upon the eve of a presidential election.
The Republican party in its platform has
declared war upon tho South, ftpon negro
dlsfrtuit-U-.in.ut and .thi-etudc.» u* with

reduction of congressional representation.
The Democrats have declared for non-
Interference on the negreo question. And
It is well known that t«ie "accident" who
fills the ex«K!Utlve chair is playing the.

ace of spades, the negro, for all ho Is

worth. Why, then, shall lunatics la
Georgia give him aid and comfort?
It behooves every Southerner, «every

newspaper In the South, to come out bold¬
ly'and-denounce this great outrage .upon
Southern honor and Southern civilization.
And tlv.it Judge (Daly, I believe, is his

name).what shall be «old of him? When .

he says: "I don't knowwhat will be done
with the cowards, It anything." Re
should, In. the name of the honorablo
people of tho ¡South, be asked' to step
down, and out if he can't see his way
clear. C. H. A.

.. e ?

Horse Lore.
If either of our contemporaries knew,

anything about the subject they are writ¬
ing on, they know that It is a well estab¬
lished fact among. horsemen that nie

horse is both a fool and a coward. That
U the very first principle to be regard'Al
In horse-breaking and liorse-tralnlrig,
and the man who ignores it is making
trouble for himself, and lots of it. This.
Of course. Is not meant to disparage tho
horse in comparison with the editors.
That is quite another matter, and Is not

at all within In the scopo of our consid¬
eration..Index-Appeal.
. ·

The Burning Question.
Maud Müller on a summer's day,
Instead of raking the new mown hay.
In the shade of a fence passed tbe time

away.
?-wonderlne what did the Woggio Bug _y.

The judge cams riding town the lane -¦.*«.¦

In an automobile, like one elisane.
But he stopped on observing tho ruatlo

maid,
And asked, "What was It the '.Vogglo Bug

said?"

"Search roe,"" she replied. In her simple way,
"I've been studying It out for many a day.
And though jt lias given me pains In the

head,
I haven't found yet what tbo WOggle^BuK

cald."
"Ah, me." said the judge, as ho wiped oft

-, his chin,
And pulled on tlie lever to leave 'or again,
"I used to Imagine, 'It might have' beeo,'
Wa« the saddest expression of tongue or'pen."

"But now, I believe," and he spoke with a

sob.
While the auto Indulged In a ¦nerve-racking

throb.
"Tho saddest expression, that e'er came my

way,
Is, 'What did that confounded Woggle Blur

say?' "

D. B. O'LOTJGHLIN,

& It is unwise, the Ides of'
seeing how, cheap a Piano
can bo bought,' The wise
way is to select a'

STIEFF.Tho Best
for quality, durability, tone,
workmanship and the most
value for the money.
Bargains in slightly used

Pianos.

»

STIEFF,
301 E. Broad St.
_. t.'DUNBAR, M,_na__r.

Pianos Tuned.


